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Predestination and Free Will: Moving Beyond "Either/Or
Theological Reflection by John L. Thompson
Like other con­
tributors to this issue 
of the SEMI, I don’t 
naturally find myself 
all that interested in 
the doctrine of pre­
destination—yet I
still seem to end up 
doing a lot of talking, 
teaching, and writ­
ing about it. I think 
what hooks me about 
the doctrine is the 
way it functions as 
such a flash point for 
both Christians and 
non-Christians, and 
especially the way it 
attracts opinions that 
are often as strong 
and dogmatic as they 
are superficial and 
contradictory.
In the interest of 
full disclosure, let me 
confess that I have 
personally never pre­
destined anyone or 
anything, nor have I 
served as an advisor to Father, Son, or 
Holy Spirit on this matter. At the same 
time, let the record show that while I of­
ten find free will an attractive notion, I’m 
skeptical about it, too. I wonder if this 
“free will” that looks so good on the sur­
face (and in the advertisements that try to 
make us use it by pulling out our wallets) 
isn’t badly overrated. Sometimes I worry 
that the one thing free will is really good 
at is deceiving itself, so that we think 
we’ve chosen something when it really 
chose” us, or we claim we were power­
less when we need a good rationalization 
for something we actually planned and
plotted to get or do.
One of the formative moments in my 
own theological development occurred 
when I was working with IVCF, about 
a year before I enrolled at Fuller. I was 
sitting in on a conference for Methodist 
pastors, and one of the featured speakers 
was John Cobb, the well-known process 
theologian from Claremont. I cannot 
recall the exact title or topic of his ad­
dress, but I remember very well one of 
his provocative lines, more or less on the 
subject of eschatology. “The Bible makes 
it clear that Jesus Christ is the Alpha,” 
I remember him saying, “but it is up to
us whether he becomes the Omega.” For 
my budding theological mind, Cobb’s 
pronouncement offered an illuminating 
glimpse into process theology, and he 
acutely raised the question of just who is 
in control of the future.
A similar question might be posed 
with respect to predestination and free 
will. I suspect one reason we don’t like 
the doctrine is that it takes away our illu­
sion of control. Somehow, amazing grace 
notwithstanding, we like the idea that we 
do something to deserve, or allow, or pre-
Continued on page 10
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It does not matter what I write here. It has all been pre 
ordained since the beginning of time. In fact, if you find 
typos in this issue, they are actually not my fault. They are 
allowed by God’s permissive will, and therefore are, in a 
sense, caused by his predestining their existence. God has 
a special purpose for those typos. It was not my choice 
to miss them.
You see, only certain typos are elected to be saved 
from the damnation of misspelling. There are many 
means for them to be saved. They might be noticed 
from that drastic red underline, so that I must remedy 
the fallen state of the typo. O r God may use a proof­
reader’s keen eye to be the redeemer of a fallen typo. For 
all articles are essentially depraved, it is only by irresist­
ible grace that we ever read a piece devoid of flaws.
But wait! This goes against empirical knowledge. 
Maybe Arminius was right. Maybe God calls all typos to 
faith, but some resist. Even after the typos repent, and are
auto-corrected on my monitor, I sometimes find 
them misspelled in print. This can only affirm a 
conditional nature of eternal security. Or maybe 
Wesley had something, maybe typos can achieve 
perfection.
But the important thing, the thing that we 
all must agree on, is that some typos are cor­
rected. In this we can have ecumenical unity, 
and all laugh when we see “hte SEIM.” But in­
side, it will remind us that there is no righteous 
paper, no not one.
“A nd thus, Michael Scott sealed his own des­
tiny... in a good way. ”
-Michael Scott of 1he Office (US)
Ben Cassil 
SEM I Editor
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I’ve appreciated all 
the SEMI reflections 
on baptism (articles 
and letters). If there 
is one thing my Ana­
baptist tradition has 
taught me it is that the witness of Jesus 
Christ is the heart of biblical faith-praxis 
(one word, not two!) I trust we can learn 
a lot from the narrative of Jesus on this 
matter. First, Jesus was dedicated to Yah- 
weh, in the Temple, by his parents on the 
eighth day after his birth, per good Jew­
ish communal custom. Second, at age 12, 
Jesus participated in a pilgrimage to Jeru­
salem and underwent intensive study of 
the Torah, Prophets, and Writings with 
learned rabbis. Third, in the fullness of 
time, Jesus was called by the Holy Spirit 
to his vocation, and sought out baptism 
by John down by the Jordan, which was 
the public sign initiating his life-giving 
ministry. W hat do I learn from this? 
First, dedicating infants to God and 
the faith community is a rich and vital 
practice that pious (even if poor) parents 
(like Joseph and Mary) ought to pursue. 
Second, at a certain age of maturity, chil­
dren ought to be intensively instructed 
in the warp and woof of biblical faith, so 
they might personally engage and wrestle 
with it (as Jesus did with the teachers of 
the Law). Third, in the fullness of time, 
when one experiences a personal call to 
commit one’s life (heart, soul, strength, 
and mind) to God, God’s people, and 
God’s reign, baptism should be sought 
from a “minister” of integrity (like John 
the Baptist). Having said this, I come to 
two conclusions: First, infant baptism is 
a relic of Christendom best left behind 
(kind of like an exclusively male and 
chaste priesthood). Infant dedication and 
a vibrant catechism of youth more than 
adequately fulfills the ecclesial function 
infant baptism once was thought to play, 
without the theological/political distor­
tions. Second, followers of Jesus are those 
that live like Jesus, whichever way (and 
whether or not) they have been baptized. 
Many a Muslim, Buddhist, and secular 
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Predestination: A Ecumenical Approach
Theological Reflection by M ark Baker-Wright
My wife’s parents are committed 
Christians, but do not see themselves as 
belonging to a single denomination. This 
is borne out by the fact that their three 
children, all fully grown, each themselves 
attend a church from a different denomi­
nation: one is Catholic, one is Menno- 
nite, and another (my wife) is Episco­
palian. When my wife and I first started 
dating, her parents had recently joined 
a church that identified itself (broadly) 
within the Presbyterian tradition. Upon 
learning that I was a Presbyterian, my fu­
ture in-laws immediately wanted to ask 
me about an issue that seemed to loom 
large in their new church: predestina­
tion. To this day, the topic still comes up 
frequently.
I struggle with my response to such 
questions. It’s not so much that I don’t 
have an opinion on predestination, but 
that despite growing up as a Presbyte­
rian, this isn’t an issue that I care about 
enough to argue. There’s no question 
that predestination has often been a con­
tentious issue. At Fuller, we’re bound to 
have people with strongly held differing 
opinions on it. I don’t have any desire to 
add fuel to the argumentative fire, but 
in the interests of greater understand­
ing, perhaps I can explain how at least I, 
as one person from a specific tradition, 
view the issue.
Few people dispute that the word 
“jtpoopi^co” (proorizo) appears a number 
of times in the New Testament text, and 
although the word is translated in various 
ways, I’m not aware of anyone disputing 
the basic meaning of the word as “predes­
tination.” But while we can safely say “it’s 
in the Bible,” there obviously remains a 
considerable amount of room for discus­
sion on what is meant by the concept of 
predestination in regards to God’s plan 
for us. Who is predestined? W hat are we 
“predestined” for? Is this a reference to 
the heavenly destiny of Christians, or just 
about becoming Christian itself? Does it 
say more about who God is than about 
what God is doing? And, of course, the
biggie: W hat is the place of human free 
will? Are we puppets, and is free will only 
an illusion?
My in-laws are particularly interested 
in that free will question. Despite being 
exposed to several different denomina­
tions over the years, they’d never been 
given reason to seriously question the 
idea that human beings have free will un­
til joining the “predestination” church. 
Real-life observation certainly seems to 
support the idea of free will. When asked 
about this question, I’m often reminded 
of the teachings of Jonathan Edwards, 
who argued along the lines that human 
beings have free will to do whatever they 
want, but apart from God’s grace, will 
never have the inclination to choose God. 
This, at least, allows for the obvious real­
ity that people choose to do “ungodly” 
things all the time, and does not make 
us “puppets.”
Unfortunately, this answer doesn’t re­
ally address the problem that, if God does 
“predestine” people to become Chris­
tians, God is also responsible for the fact 
that many people do not accept Christ 
(therefore, many would argue, God is 
responsible for sending such people to 
hell). O f course, the problem of whether 
or not all people get to heaven is, itself, a 
topic of great debate among many Chris­
tians, and we don’t have time to get into 
that. At the very least, Christians who do 
believe that God predestines only some 
people need to admit that this is an issue 
that makes God look bad, and stock Re­
formed explanations such as “all people 
are sinners, so God shouldn’t let any­
one into heaven at all, and the fact that 
God does choose some is a sign of God’s 
grace” really don’t do much to make God 
look any less bad.
I said at the beginning of this article 
that this isn’t an issue I care all that much 
about. That’s only partly true. The fact 
is, this issue has been deeply ingrained 
in my sense of call. W hen I arrived at 
Fuller, I was already in the middle of 
the ordination process. As Presbyterians 
seeking ordination know only too well, 
part of the process involves passing sev­
eral ordination examinations. I’ve passed
Continued on page 8
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Predestination in the Pentateuch: A New Understanding
Opinion by Patrick Briggs
Predestination— it sounds like the 
end of a journey, somebody having al­
ready figured it all out for us. But I’m 
not sure about this.
As a first year student in seminary, I’m 
constandy amazed at the biblical knowl­
edge of my classmates in Pentateuch. It 
gives me pause to express my thoughts 
on this subject and relate it to my faith. 
I’ll try though; maybe I feel “called” to.
The Pentateuch is full of stories in 
which God speaks to human beings, par­
ticular members of the family of Abra­
ham. God clearly has a will. So do the 
human beings he talks to. Some of those 
human beings do a better job of follow­
ing God’s will than others.
Take Jacob, for example. He doesn’t 
act like a model patriarch. He cheated 
to become the sole heir to the Abraham- 
Isaac covenanted heritage. God willed 
that he be the heir nonetheless. No mat­
ter what Jacob was going to do, he was 
going to be that heir. Does that seem like 
human free will?
If, in the end, we are all going to end 
up doing what God wills us to do, how 
can that be free will? I’d ask this question 
too — what’s the point for us if it’s already 
predetermined?
In the scientific realm there is an as­
pect of predetermination to our lives, as 
well. Some scientists would go as far as 
to say it’s totally predetermined based 
on chemical, biological and genetic 
processes. If you’re born with multiple 
sclerosis, you won’t be as likely to have 
the full function of your limbs. Cancer 
might cut your life short at 40. Height 
might get you a promotion over another 
equally or more deserving candidate. I 
do not buy the extreme scientific view 
mentioned above, but you have to agree 
that our genes play a big role in how lives 
play out.
How about our souls— that unique 
aspect of ourselves which anybody who 
knows us can pick out. Some of us are 
better at being with people than others. 
Some of us are more fearful. Others are 
more joyful. Still others are analytical. 
Our personalities play a big role in how 
our life plays out.
Getting back to the Bible, so much 
of what I’ve studied so far has mythical,
The place where God 
calls you to is the place 
where your deep gladness 
. . . and the world's deep 
hunger m eets”
Frederick Beuchner
symbolic meaning. It was a way for hu­
man beings many thousands of years ago 
to understand God and what it meant to 
live their lives and lose their lives also. 
Things seem vastly different today.
W ho is God talking to today, at least 
in the same overt way that the Pentateuch 
describes it anyway? W hat’s He promis­
ing? Back then it was land and offspring. 
Are those really the kind of blessings that 
human beings are looking for today?
I have a faith that just doesn’t fit in 
with the idea that God is doing the “will­
ing” and I’m to do the “following”. I’m 
not looking for any promise to be ful­
filled generations down the road either.
I am, however, looking for meaning. 
In this chaotic, beautiful, dangerous, and 
exciting world, I want to find the cosmos 
in it. I want to connect. I believe we all 
do and that we all have some unique part 
to play. We are all gifted with something 
unique from God that plays into this—a 
path if you will. One to journey, discov­
er, cry, and take joy on—getting closer to 
knowing what that gift really is: vocation 
(and not limited in the career sense at 
all). Frederick Beuchner defined it this 
way. “The place where God calls you to is 
the place where your deep gladness ... and 
the world’s deep hunger meets. ” Trying to 
discover this gift is the greatest adventure 
any of us can make!
The idea that somehow human free 
will is subordinate to God’s will seems 
immature. I do not think it comes down 
to God telling us, and us following what 
we have been told. Case in point, this 
kind of thinking goes against good par­
enting. Many parents have an idea that 
children come from them, so children
should live their lives in accordance with 
their parent’s wishes, out of respect. I 
think that children come through their 
parents, and good parenting does not 
subordinate their free will to the par­
ent. Rather, a good parent will take joy 
(and suffer the tribulations) as their child 
takes their own journey in life of self dis­
covery.
It is possible that within Beuchner’s 
framework there is another way of look­
ing at the Pentateuch characters. Could 
it be that what they saw as following 
God’s will—literally, could be also un­
derstood as adventuring/journeying to­
wards what God had gifted them with in 
the first place? I can relate to Jacob. He 
seems more like one of us, making mis­
takes along the way, but somehow find­
ing himself, and ultimately finding God’s 
calling for him.
Seeing Abraham’s life from a day-to- 
day existence, instead of from the broad 
heroic narrative of the Bible, might offer 
a different perspective. Abraham comes 
across in the Bible as a follower but from 
our own less heroic perspective, couldn’t 
he also have been an adventurer? He 
heard something within him, something 
God had gifted him with and he struck 
out on his adventure.
We get to choose how to use what 
we’ve been gifted with, whether that is 
the scientific aspects (which certainly can 
be linked back to God in my faith per­
spective) or the more spiritual ones. We 
are co-creators with God in this world, 
bringing about God’s Kingdom in ways 
where our gladness meets the great hun­
ger in the world. To see God’s will and 
human free will in the way the Penta­
teuch seems to overtly portray it does a 
profound disservice to the mystery I’ve 
found in God’s will as it relates to my 
own journey towards authentic being. 0
Patrick is a first-year M A T student. He 
has an irrefutable 
proof for the existence 
o f God: he met a girl 
nine years ago, ana she 
agreed to marry him.
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An Undiscovered Jewel in India
By Vanessa Winkle
This past September, seven women went 
to India with Calcutta Mercy Ministries. 
This ministry, started in 1954 by Mark 
and Hulduh Buntain, has offered school- 
ing, free medical care, food, and Christs 
love to the poorest o f the poor in Kolkata, 
India. Each o f the participants in the trip 
had a specific role to play. Fuller student 
Katie Benso (MAT) taught art clinics and 
documented the trip and how it affected 
her in visual art. Vanessa Winkle inter­
viewed individuals and kept a journal o f 
all that happened and who they met. The 
following are some entries in her journal
Entry 1:
It has almost been a month now since 
India made history. It was a late rainy 
night, it had been raining for days, the 
streets flooded with dirty, bacteria in­
fested water, but that did not keep all 
of Kolkata’s citizens from dancing in the 
street. “Chakde India, Chakde India,” we 
chanted. Somehow repeating that phrase 
enough times would magically make us 
mesh into the crowd of Indian business­
men and mask our white female figures 
so we too could slap men high five and 
raise our beers high like I did when the 
Red Sox beat the Yankees. But here in 
Kolkata, I was far away from any sports 
bar, and as a white woman attempting to 
join in the camaraderie, the unconcealed 
reality was: India beating Pakistan in the 
cricket world series is strictly for the local 
men and street children to celebrate.
I do not consider myself a feminist by 
any sorts, but in India I had to ignore the 
urge to tie my sari into baggy MC ham­
mer pants, parade through the streets, 
look the men right in the eye, and say, 
and say—say something feminist and dy­
namic. I am sure my modern American 
Christian female self could make some 
kind of impact. Traveling to Barnaras 
only helped my developing Womens Suf­
frage soapbox speech. There at the Gan­
ges River, I asked our new Hindu friend, 
Amit, what all the women at the waters 
edge where crying so loudly about.
“It’s Teej,” he stated. “It’s when wom­
en fast and pray all day begging for their 
husband’s longevity.” “Hmmm. Interest­
ing.” I replied intrigued with the flock of 
women wading in the dirty water with 
their colorful saris chanting and call­
ing out to lord Shiva like tropical birds 
squawking in a jungle. W hat was going 
on in their minds? What happens if their 
husband dies, does that mean she did 
not pray enough? “When do the men go 
and pray for their wives?” I inquire. Our 
new friend just laughed and said, “They 
don’t.” What? His light humor and laugh 
specked the air around me like a light 
rain; its tiny hint of inconsideration was 
ignorable. “Oh. Well,” I spitefully coun­
tered back, “my husband would be down 
there with those women then— praying 
for my longevity.”
Leading us to the Banaris market and 
watching our gawking eyes transfixed on 
the silk scarves, shoulder bags, and linen 
shirts only fed into their stereotype, I’m 
sure. Women like to shop, they’re good at 
it. And as Amit led us out of the market, 
directing the seven of us females through 
the sandy streets, in between the motor­
cycles, rickshaws, and automobiles, and 
around the wading cows I felt as if Amit 
was Captain VonTrap and we were his 
children, before Maria came, there for 
show but not valued as an equal.
Entry 2:
“He said to her, Daughter your faith 
has healed you. Go in peace and be freed 
from your suffering.” Mark 5:34
Ajija patiently stared down at her 
paper. Sitting silently, while little kids 
painted their pictures. Tears swelled 
as Bonnie Long approached, placed a 
hand on her shoulder, and asked how 
she was. One touch opened the flood of 
pain trapped deep inside. “She likes to 
read and write,” her cousin commented. 
It is obvious her relationships and mode 
of communication move freely between 
pages of paper rather than friends, a 
husband, or family members. Her eyes 
and quivering lips speak her pain. She 
is trapped by superstition, poverty, and 
a facial deformity that is the epitome of 
ugliness. She has a cleft palate. Hindus 
believe parents angered the gods once be­
fore and punishment manifests in their 
child’s face. Imagine being a little girl in 
India, walking down the streets, eyes fol­
lowing you, and knowing thoughts are 
about you, your face, and your parents’ 
sin. As a twenty-year-old Indian girl, all 
hopes rest in marriage, and for a poor girl
Photo by Morgana Wingard
her winning attribute is her beauty. So 
what happens when you are ugly?
I think of the woman in the Bible who 
suffered from internal bleeding. W hat it 
must have felt like living with constant 
social rejection, her obvious defilement 
out in the open for everyone to see, re­
ject, and judge.
As days passed and my thoughts 
turned to her and my writing assignment, 
I constantly imagined the parables about 
the one lost coin and the one lost sheep. 
Jesus is about the one; he cares so much 
for the little one that has nothing to offer 
besides its own weak and humble self. I 
am overwhelmed by Jesus’ love and sav­
ing power for his children, for the poor 
Indian females who appear to have noth­
ing to give. She had nothing to offer on 
the surface, but she changed, humbled, 
and ministered to me. And I believe 
these little flowers, hidden jewels, are 
what Jesus’ gospel is all about. These are 
the ones He truly loves using to change 
the world. Seeing Ajija freely dancing in 
a beautiful sari and fully understanding 
the Lord’s love concerns me more than 
parading in a tied up sari. 3
I f  you would like to help Ajija get the 
dental work and speech therapy she needs, 
please visit www.buntain.org, and put 
“Ajija Khatoon cleft palate patient ” in the 
memo line.
Vanessa now lives in 
Summit, NJ. Even 
though she recently 
worked as an assistant 
in a mannequin com­
pany, she wants us all 
to know that she ain’t  
no dummy.
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V COME CLOSE /
♦From  President MouWs installation address, November, 1993: " . . . . A  community of people who are pawing at the ground,
straining at the bit, eager to move on to new challenges. Fuller Seminary, the restless seminary."
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Continued from page 3
all of my examinations except for one: 
theological competence. After the fifth 
(and so far, final) time I took the exam, I 
was told that, while I could be seen to be 
“thinking theologically” in the Reformed 
tradition, I did not go deep enough into 
specific theologians and specific theolo­
gies to warrant a passing grade. Although 
there were many factors, one was that I 
could not, in good conscience, advocate 
a strict theory of predestination that does 
not accept the possibility that human 
free will plays into the reception of God 
grace.
As an ecumenical Christian, I prefer 
to focus on the fundamentals that Chris­
tians agree on, rather than on specific 
theologies (such as predestination) that 
are the source of so much division be­
tween Christians. This means that I’m 
unlikely to be ordained (at least, within 
that tradition), but as one who feels that 
God calls people of all kinds of Christian 
belief to live in unity, I can only respond 
as Martin Luther did, when bucking the
November I 6 
5:50- / : 00pm 
£>arlcer Gom m o ns
harvest
around the world..
A H  515  students, faculty &  fairilies  are  
invited to  an evening o f  harvest games and
fellowship. E jring  a fa i dish to  share!
trend of his tradition: “Here I stand, I 
can do no other.” In the midst of it all, I 
have faith that God will somehow get me 
to where God wants me to be. @
M ark Baker-Wright 
is the Assistant to the 
Faculty and Deans 
Office for the School 
o f Theology. M ark en­
courages you to tape 
your own 95 Theses to 
his door.
Toward Cordial Witness 
Among Muslims
featuring
Joseph Cumming, Martin Accad, Ida Glaser, 
and John Azumah
NOVEMBER 7 W EDNESDAY NOVEMBER 8 THURSDAY
A North American 
Perspective:
Through the Lens of 
Contemporary Encounters 
Speaker: Joseph Cumming 
Respondent: David Augsburger 
Time: 10:00- 11:00 a.m.
Travis Auditorium
A Middle Eastern  
Perspective:
Through the Lens of Historical 
and Contemporary Encounters 
Speaker: Martin Accad 
Respondent: Evelyne Reisacher 
Time: 11:00 a.m. -  Noon 
Travis Auditorium
A British Perspective: 
Through the Lens of Scripture 
Speaker: Ida Glaser 
Respondent: John Goldingay 
Time: 10:00 -  11:00 a.m.
Travis Auditorium
An African Perspective: 
Through the Lens of Historical 
Relations
Speaker: John Azumah 
Respondent: Jehu J  Handles 
Time: 11:00 a.m. -  Noon 
Travis Auditorium
For details on individual sessions, including speaker bios and session topics, please visit: www.fuller.edu/sis/
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ADVERTISEMENTDon't Miss This! Mi
Compiled by Debbie Hannaford
The theme for this year’s lectures on 
November 7 and 8 is: “Toward Cordial 
Witness Among Muslims.” There will be 
four speakers and four respondents.
Joseph Cumming serves as Director 
of the newly established Reconciliation 
Program at Yale, which seeks to promote 
reconciliation between Muslims and 
Christians, and between Muslim nations 
and the West. Joseph has lived most of 
his adult life in the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania, where he continues to over­
see a substantial humanitarian program. 
In recent years, Joseph has been involved 
in Muslim-Christian dialogue in Turkey, 
India, Mauritania, Egypt, Lebanon, the 
Philippines and the US. Recendy he par­
ticipated in a small meeting on peace­
making which brought together the 
President and Vice-President of al-Azhar 
University, the Chief Justice of the Su­
preme Islamic Court of Jordan, the Presi­
dent of the International Islamic Forum 
for Dialogue, and other prominent Mus­
lim leaders, with a select group of leaders 
from all major branches of Judaism and 
from the Roman Catholic, Greek Ortho­
dox, conciliar Protestant and evangelical 
branches of Christianity. David Augs- 
burger will respond.
Martin Accad was recently appointed 
as an associate professor of Islamic Stud­
ies in the School of Intercultural Studies 
at Fuller. His expertise is in the area of 
Islam, Middle East Christianity, Chris- 
tian-Muslim Relations, and contextual­
ized Bible reading and interpretation 
for an Islamic context. His work in the 
Middle East impacts people living on 
the margins of society, particularly with 
those who, whether for political, social 
or economic reasons find themselves 
with no identity or citizenship. From 
working with the Bedouin communities 
to the Muslim religious leaders, the stu­
dents o f their Islamic Centers, teachers 
and staff Martins teaching and ministry 
has been far reaching. He has engaged in 
inter-faith religious and social dialogue at 
a national level. Martin helped found the 
Institute of Middle East Studies (IMES) 
at the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary 
4 years ago, and was a catalyst in the in­
auguration of an annual inter-faith con­
ference under the auspices of the IMES
involving Muslim and Oriental Chris­
tian leadership. Evelyne Reisacher will 
respond.
Rev. Dr. John Azumah is an ordained 
minister of the Presbyterian Church of 
Ghana. Dr. Azumah has taught at the 
Henry Martyn Institute and the Union 
Biblical Seminary in India, and is current­
ly a Senior Research Fellow at the Akrofi- 
Christaller Institute in Akropong, Gha­
na. He has just been appointed Director 
of the newly founded Interfaith Research 
and Resource Centre of the Presbyterian 
Church of Ghana. Dr. Azumah did his 
Masters and PhD in Islam in Africa, and 
Christian-Muslim Relations with the 
University of Birmingham. He is the au­
thor of The Legacy o f Arab-Islam in A f­
rica: A  Quest for Inter-Religious Dialogue 
(Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2001); 
My Neighbours Faith: Islam Explained for  
African Christians (London: Hippo Pub­
lications, 2007) as well as several other 
articles and chapters in leading academic 
journals and books. Jehu J. Hanciles will 
respond.
Ida Glaser taught physics in Asia and 
the UK before returning to her home 
town of Newcasde to work in cross-cul­
tural inner city outreach. Since 1992, 
she has worked for the Anglican mission 
agency Crosslinks, first heading up their 
work amongst people of other faiths in 
the UK, and then in teaching and con­
sulting. Most recently, she has worked as 
academic director of the Edinburgh Cen­
tre for Muslim Christian Studies, a role 
which she will continue at the Oxford 
Centre for Muslim-Christian Studies 
(to be established in 2008). Dr. Glaser 
has written numerous articles and several 
books about Muslim-Christian Stud­
ies focusing on reading the Bible in the 
context of Islam. Her recent book The 
Bible and Other Faiths (2005, IVP) was 
described by Dr. John Stott as “essential 
reading”. John Goldingay will respond.
For a detailed schedule of events and 
more information, visit http://www.full- 
er. edu/sis/misslect/07/schedule.asp, or
check out the ad on page eight.
Debbie is the Assistant to the Dean in 
the School o f Intercultural Studies. She 
enjoys inventing new words like fan-jolly- 






7 P.M., NOVEMBER 15, 2007 
AZUSA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY
Over the past century, Christians in a ll theological traditions 
have had a tumultuous relationship w ith science. From 
courtroom battles to  public debates, science and religion are 
often seen as enemies. But is that the whole story?
On November 15, five leading voices w ill move beyond merely 
defending the faith to engage in a constructive dialogue with 
science.
Topics and speakers include:
Science and Religion Take Practice: Engaging Science as Culture 
Jam es K A  S m ith, C alvin College
Saints, Sinners, and Scientists: Why We A ll Need the Virtues 
C raig A . Boyd, Azusa P acific  U niversity
Evangelical Theology and Science: What Difference does 
Being Pentecostal o r Charismatic Make?
Am os Yong, Regent U niversity
A Relational View o f Divine Action fo r Science and Theology 
Thom as Jay O ord, N orthw est Nazarene U niversity
The Delightful Terror o f Interdisciplinary Dialogue 
F. LeRon Shults, Agder U niversity
Don’t miss this unforgettable evening of dialogue on one of 
the most important issues facing the Church today.
For mote information, call (626) 387-5771 or 
email cboyd@apu.edu.
AZUSA PACIFIC
U N I V E R S I T Y
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Beyond "Either/Or" Continued from page 1
cipitate the flow of grace into our lives. 
We don’t like the idea that God messes 
with our freedom, because it violates our 
autonomy, our dignity, our personhood. 
Never mind that we are surrounded by 
forces of nature and propaganda that 
seek to subvert and sublimate our stream 
of consciousness; we still think we decide 
things, including deciding to become 
Christians and (we pray) to stay Chris­
tians. Predestination seems to contradict 
this picture of our potent selves.
The problem, of course, is that pre­
destination is in the Bible. Some would 
add, “So is free will,” though I think 
what we more often find in the Bible is a 
complicated mixture in which our finite 
and broken humanity appears bound 
by sin yet still bearing some sort of re­
sponsibility. Either way, it strikes me as 
a dubious sort of project when we go to 
the Bible with an either/or proposal: ei­
ther God is sovereign, or humans have 
free will. (There are lots of variations on 
this formula.) How can anyone who be­
lieves that the Bible is God’s word think 
it a good idea to find one set of verses 
that can be used to eviscerate or neutral­
ize another set of verses? Especially when 
the warring proof-texts on each side have 
a venerable legacy in the Old Testament 
and the New, seemingly warranted by 
both Jesus and the apostles?
ANNOUNCEMENT
F U L L E R
F O L L IE S
FULLER’S ANNUAL COMEDY NIGHT!
All students, staff, and faculty should 
submit their funny sketch, skit, monologue, 
video, or bit to Rob Wheeler in the ASC 
office by November 7th at 5:00 p.m.
Fuller Follies 2007 is on: 
November 9th 
7:00 -  9:00 p.m.
Travis Auditorium
Please sign up with
Rob Wheeler (Campus Life Coordinator) 
at the Fuller ASC Office or by e-mail at: 
rob_wheeler@cp. fuller.edu.
One of the priorities in pondering 
predestination is surely to move beyond 
this either/or mentality. Accordingly, it’s 
worth noting that the simplistic objec­
tions to predestination cut equally well 
in both directions. For instance, it is 
often said that if God predestines who 
will be saved, there is no reason to bother 
praying for the lost, since whatever their 
destiny, it has been decided by God and 
nothing we do can make a difference. 
But the same objection applies to a pure­
ly free will position, for if our salvation 
finally depends on our own free deci­
sion, then how can you pray for the lost? 
W hat would you pray for? That God will 
influence them or—gasp!— manipulate 
them? But that wouldn’t be fair, would 
it? If  the decisive factor is really their free 
will, God shouldn’t be pulling hidden 
strings and we shouldn’t be asking God 
to do so.
One way to move beyond the either/ 
or model of thinking about predestina­
tion is not to rush straight into the objec­
tions to the doctrine, but to ask a more 
sympathetic question. This was Calvin’s 
approach, to ask “W hat is this doctrine 
good for?” I prefer to ask it like this: 
“How does the Bible invite us to think 
about this doctrine?” The answer to both 
questions is rather short, but encourag­
ing: the doctrine is there to remind us 
of God’s power to save and of our utter 
need for God’s grace. In other words, 
we should be rendered humbler, calmer, 
and more grateful by this information. 
O f course, if we try to do things with 
this doctrine that it wasn’t meant to do, 
wasn’t revealed to do— like speculate on 
the future or pose logical puzzles—we 
will probably get unpredictable results. 
As they say, “YMMV” [your mileage 
may vary].
In this supposed contest between pre­
destination and free will, one might say 
that free will is like the tip of an iceberg: 
it’s what we see, it’s what we experience, 
it’s what we worry about. But even in 
our most considered, deliberate, and free 
thoughts, actions, or decisions, the “self” 
that is seemingly in our grasp is really 
only part of the picture, alongside many 
other factors that we often discover only 
after the fact.
Like Calvin, I would want to stress 
that the doctrine of predestination is
not meant to abolish human responsibil­
ity or free will or even human planning. 
Calvin was big on exhortations, full of 
imperatives and urging for his congrega­
tion. Presumably, he thought they could 
do and should do what he urged them to 
do, and he thought it was worthwhile— 
indeed, his calling—to stand in the pul­
pit to deliver such persuasions. Whatever 
free will is, it is not “abolished” by pre­
destination. But historically, those who 
have advocated this doctrine have also 
been quick to recognize that our “free” 
wills are actually quite prone to addic­
tion, and that if the gospel puts those 
broken wills in recovery mode, healing 
is still a lifelong process. Perhaps you 
can recognize yourself in this picture— 
maybe that’s you, standing right beside 
me. @
John L. Thompson is the Byker Professor o f 
Reformed Theology. I f  
you want to hear what 
else he has to say about 
predestination, you’ll 
have to decide to en­
roll in CH503 next 
quarter.
ANNOUNCEMENT
BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER TO
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Ministry Enrichment Seminar: Thinking 
Theologically about Money. Wed.., November 7, 
1:00 -  3:00pm , Payton 101. Dr. Scott Cormode 
will present.
Office of Urban Initiatives Lecture: The Re­
duction of Gang Violence and the Elimination 
of Youth Homicides. Ihurs., November 8, 6:30- 
8:00pm, Payton 101A. Pasadena has experienced 
a 70% reduction in gang-related murders. How­
ever, gang violence has flared up during the past 
several months. The lecture/discussion will focus 
on: improving the education o f young people; 
providing national and community service op­
portunities for youth, and awakening the moral 
and ethical compass within youth. Police Chief 
BernardMilking will present. Contact Sofia Her­
rera at 626.304.3753 or sofiaherrera@urban-ini- 
tiatives.org for more information.
Friday Night Music and Art at Coffee by the 
Books. November 9: Dan Drake (Solo Acoustic) 
November 16: Jaime and Joseph. If  you would like 
to play in the future or have your art displayed on 
the walls, e-mail fridaynightmusic@gmail.com.
Anabaptist Perspectives Brown Bag Lunch. 
Wed, Nov. 14, 12-lpm , Geneva Room. rev. perry
Engle will be present “A Prophetic Pro-life Ethic.” 
Everyone is welcome. Contact: jenifer@pmcweb. 
org for more information.
SOP Free Therapy. The School o f Psychology is 
offering free individual therapy to a limited num- 
ber o f students and their family members on a 
first-come first-serve basis. Therapy is provided by 
supervised students earning a doctoral degree in 
clinical psychology. Ideal for relationship issues, 
life transitions, personal growth, stress, sadness, 
anxiety, self-esteem, and identity issues. Duration 
o f therapy will be determined by need, limited 
only by the duration o f the academic year. For 
more info, contact Fuller Psychological and Fam­
ily Services at 584.5555.
Installation of Dr. Marianne Meye Thompson 
into the George Eldon Ladd Chair o f New Testa­
ment in the School o f Theology Tues., March 11 
10:00-10:50 am.
Installation of Dr. Scott Cormode into the 
Hugh De Pree Chair o f Leadership Development 
in the School o f Theology Tues, M ay 13, 10:00- 
10:50 am., First Congregational Church. Both 
events open to the public, no reservation required.
Contact the School o f Theology Dean s Office at 
626.584.5300 or theology@fuller.edu.
mini s in .
ynURFu«*'“''
Vocational D iscernm ent 
W orkshop
Thursday, November 8
l:30p-3p <$> Payton 101
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦
Allison Ash
Chaplain for Vocational Discernment 
at Career Services
For m ore inform ation:
6̂26-396-6027
^ chaplain.ash@ mac.com/ -
SERVICES
Do You Need Mortgage Financing for a 
Home Purchase or Refinance? Contact Fuller 
alum Laurie Lundin at Vista Financial Advisors. 
825.6173. llundin@earthlink.net.
Thinking of Buying or Selling a Home or other 
real estate? Call Fuller alumnus David Tomber- 
lin at Sun Coast Real Estate at 590.1311.
Massage Therapy! Do you have someone to 
THANK for supporting you through school? Giv­
ing the gift o f massage is a tangible way to express 
your appreciation. Massage also makes a great gift 
for yourself! Mention this ad for $10 off. Susan 
Young, nationally certified massage therapist and 
part of the Fuller community. 660.6856
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant 
Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, Pasa­
dena. Call 798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west o f Fuller. 
Owned by family o f Fuller graduate for 25 years. 
Discount for students! Columbia Auto Body. 
1567 Colorado Blvd 323.258.0565. Ask for John 
or Paul.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. 
Brakes, tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station 
1063 E. Walnut St. 793.0388. Monday -  Friday,
8 a.m. -  5:30 p.m.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and re­
pair business founded in 1917 and located in the 
jewelry district o f downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime member of Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because o f our appreciation 
of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider
it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mels 
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as 
a statistician for thesis and dissertation consulta­
tions. Worked on hundreds o f projects. Teaches 
graduate research courses. De­
signing “survivable” research 
proposals a specialty. Methods 
chapter tune-ups. Survey de­
velopment. Provides multivari­
ate data analysis using SAS or 
SPSS. Statistical results ex­
plained in simple English! As­
sistance with statistical table 
creation and report write-up.
Final oral defense prepara­
tion. Fuller community dis­
counts. Call for free phone 
consultation. Tom Granoff,
PhD. 310.640.8017. E-mail 
tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa/Dis- 
cover/ MasterCard/ AMEX ac­
cepted.
Do You Need a Haircut? We 
have been serving the Fuller 
Community for almost 15 
years. You can walk to our shop.
Men’s haircuts $17, women 
with long hair is extra. We do 
kids too. Call New Image salon 
for an appointment: 584.9311.
607 E. Walnut St.
Job Opening for JV girls basketball coach @ 
Maranatha High school in Pasadena. Please con­
tact Annie Miller at 626.825.2544 if  interested.
Intersted in One-On-One Spiritual Direction? 
Call W il at 626.356.6696 (wil@fuller.edu) to set 
up an appointment either Tues. or Wed. from 5-8 
pm.
The Services section o f  the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are 
personally responsible for evaluating the quality and type o f  service before contracting or using it. The SEMI 
and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any o f  the services listed.
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The Archives Bookshop
p / J U L  $ ¿£ 1 1
November 1-10
10:00 am. to 6:00 pm. I
All Books Are Further 
Discounted Off Marked Prices!
New Boks, 10 % off 
Used Books, 20 % off
We buy and sell new & used
ki  f \  Biblical Studies, Church History, / \
\  - P X  g Ministry, Philosophy, and Theology % .
■ The Archives Bookshop '
1396 E. Washington Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 797-4756
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